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Message from the Chair of the 
Board and the Executive Director
2016 was another great year of growth and 
development for Kawartha Land Trust.

With deep appreciation, we reflect on the significant 
commitment of volunteers and donors that 
advanced and completed so many projects across 
our landscape.

Our Strategic Plan was renewed in 2016. It 
emphasizes our vision of the Kawartha Region 
being characterized by natural spaces and 
connections that support healthy and representative 
ecosystems and landscapes, and commits us to 
doing our part to help achieve that vision. 

Against the backdrop of that strategic plan and 
the ambitious goals we have set for ourselves, 
we continue to attract top talent to all areas 
of the organization - a critical ingredient to our 
achievements in 2016 and to some exciting 
projects now in the works. We have more than 55 
volunteers regularly involved in one or more formal 
committees and more than 50 volunteer stewards.

Our Board of Directors continues to provide sound 
leadership for the organization. In 2016  
we welcomed John Desbiens as a new Director. 
John has also assumed the role of vice-chair of the 
Board. Two new committees of the Board  
were established: an Investment Committee,  
and a Governance Committee. We thank Matthew 
Brackenridge and Dr. Tom Hutchinson, both of  
whom stepped down from the Board in 2016,  
for their years of service to KLT.

Our Governance Committee has led a review 
of the governance of the organization, and has 
recommended that KLT move to a Trustee model 
of governance. In 2017, subject to approval of the 
Board of Directors, we expect to be implementing 
that recommendation. 

Operationally, the year included the expansion 
of the scope, activities and volunteers of the 
Development, Securement, and Stewardship 
committees and the establishment of one new 
committee - Big Island Management Advisory Team. 

Two major focuses for the team were the 
establishment of the Stony Lake Trails and initiating 
our role as steward of Big Island. These projects 
stretched a small group of volunteers and staff to 
a demanding but rewarding level and are wonderful 
contributions to public use and our portfolio of sites 
in the region!

All of these activities were necessary for 
accountability, genuine engagement, and our 
promise to the community. Other changes like the 
new office space at the Mount Community Centre in 
Peterborough were necessary to accommodate our 
growing KLT team.

As a result, we are now very well positioned to 
meet our mission and have a significant impact on 
the landscape in keeping with our new strategic 
plan: connected corridors and landscapes. And 
going forward, we have a number of bold plans and 
objectives coming together in 2017 and beyond.

We hope you enjoy reading just a few of the 
highlights of 2016. Please do not hesitate to 
contact either of us, or one of our team, at any 
time.

Cheryl Lewis   Mike Hendren
Chair, Board of Directors Executive Director
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Contents Our Mission

Caring for lands entrusted to us and helping others 
protect the land they love in the Kawarthas.

Our Vision

We envision a future where the Kawartha Region is 
characterized by natural spaces and corridors that 
support healthy and representative ecosystems and 
landscapes. This deeply-connected landscape is 
founded on a mix of privately and publicly protected 
lands, private land stewardship and a supportive 
policy framework.

Our Guiding Principles

We complement the work of other conservation 
entities and organizations.

We value and strive to maintain donor confidence 
and volunteer engagement.

We value transparency, ethical practice, high service 
standards and accountability at all levels of our 
organization.

We are responsive, inclusive and collaborative, 
seeking and providing opportunities for a broad 
range of individuals and groups to join and support 
our conservation work.

We achieve our mission primarily through land 
donation and conservation agreements rather than 
through the purchase of property.



Back in 2000, a passion for the landscapes of 
the Kawarthas led Ian Attridge and a small group 
of like-minded people to establish the Kawartha 
Heritage Conservancy – now Kawartha Land Trust. 

And now 16 years later, after serving in a variety 
of roles including Chair of the Board of Directors, 
Executive Director, 
Legal Counsel, Lands 
Manager, tour guide 
and volunteer, he has 
retired from KLT. 

Ian says it’s been 
his passion to link 
his knowledge and 
the connection 
he feels to the 
Kawartha landscape 
and then encourage 
others to get involved in conservation action.

“I particularly enjoyed meeting with landowners, 
helping them understand the value of their 
properties further, and helping them achieve 
long-lasting conservation of the lands for which 
they had cared for years,” he says. “I explored so 
many interesting places and met and worked with 
amazing people to bring a conservation vision into 
reality in a tangible and enduring way.” 

A familiar sight on his bike along the streets of 
Peterborough, Ian will continue as a professor 
at Trent University and practicing lawyer. But he 
maintains his years with KLT have had a real  
impact on his life. 

And he has had a huge impact on others, including 
Ralph McKim. 

“I think of Ian Attridge as my friendly disruptor. 
Fifteen years ago I had a quiet retirement planned. 
Then I met Ian and was drawn in by his vision of 
and commitment to a protected natural landscape 
in the Kawarthas. For well over a decade now I have 
had a new day job: volunteer, advocate, supporter 
and steward of a protected land – all within a 

network of inspired 
and inspiring people. 
My life has been 
disrupted – for which 
I am grateful to Ian. 
Many of us are. He’s 
not an endangered 
species but he’s a 
rare bird, indeed,” 
Ralph said. 

“On behalf of KLT 
Board of Directors 

we thank Ian for his long standing involvement 
and dedication to protecting the land you love in 
the Kawarthas”, said Cheryl Lewis, Chair of the 
Board. “He is truly someone who ‘walks the talk’ 
where his passion for conservation is intertwined 
in all aspects of his personal and work life. As an 
organization we are pleased that he is eager to stay 
involved with KLT beyond his retirement.”

4  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T A N N U A L  R E P O R T  |  5

Meet the team Ian Attridge retires from KLT
Board of Directors Big Island Management 

Advisory Team Cheryl Lewis, Chair 
Lori Rogers, Secretary  
Alec Gowland, Treasurer 
Matthew Brackenridge 
John Desbiens  
Don Gillespie  

Dr. Tom Hutchinson  
Rick Kemp  
Eva Kennedy  
John McWilliams  
Ben Sämann 

Donna Wales, Secretary 
Ted Hill  
Ann Adare  
John Bick  
Marnie Clement  
Dr. James Conolly  
Jeff Crowe  
Sheila Gordon-Dillane  
Jim Dillane 
Warren Dunlop  
Altamae Eberlee  
Richard Graham  
Jim Inch 
Chief Keith Knot  
Karen Laws  
Mayor Bev Matthews 
Barb McFadzen  
Peter Orgill 
Greg Whyte  
Evan Thomas  
Chief Phyllis Williams 
Tim Young

Finance & Audit Committee
Alec Gowland, Chair 
Don Gillespie  

John McWilliams  
Cheryl Lewis 

Investment Committee
Rick Brooks-Hill, Chair 
Don Gillespie 
Alec Gowland

Securement Committee
Bob Taylor-Vaisey, Chair 
Dr. Bill Crins  
Ken East 
Neil Hayward  
Dr. Tom Hutchinson

Staff
Mike Hendren 
Executive Director 

Jessica Rogers 
Executive Assistant 

Tara King 
Development Coordinator 

Sé Keohane 
Financial Administrator 

Ian Attridge 
Lands Manager

Shari Paykarimah 
Stewardship Coordinator

Thom Unrau 
Stewardship Technician 

Lucianne Mrowiec 
Communications  
& Outreach Assistant 

Spencer Walker 
GIS Intern

Development Committee
Ben Sämann, Chair 
Eva Kennedy, Secretary  
Chris Appleton  
Ron Awde  
Bill Hodgins  
John Platt  
Linda Whetung  

Stewardship Committee
Al Sippel, Chair 
Ralph McKim, Secretary  
Evan Thomas  
Donna Wales  
Michael McMurtry  
Dave Bell  
Stephen Crow  
Jordon Rolph

KLT Volunteers & Donors 
Evan Thomas & Al Sippel

Ian Attridge

Ian is truly someone who  
‘walks the talk’ where his 
passion for conservation is 
intertwined in all aspects  
of his personal and work life.
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Fully experience and 
enjoy the unique 
geology that makes the 
Stony Lake area both 
ecologically significant 
and beautiful - from 
limestone cliffs and cuts 
to significant outcrops of 
the Canadian Shield.

In July 2016, KLT officially opened the Kawartha 
Land Trust’s 10-kilometre Stony Lake Trails network. 

The “yellow trail” now passes through the Ingleton-
Wells property, connecting with the longer “red trail” 
that runs through the nearby Jeffrey-Cowan Forest 
Preserve. Together, with the nearby “blue trail” on 
the Viamede Resort property, they make up KLT’s 
Stony Lake Trails network. 

Evan Thomas has been volunteering as a trailblazer 
with KLT - primarily on the Ingleton-Wells property 
where he is the lead steward - for about four years. 
“The late Norm Cowan, a longtime supporter of the 
KLT, had already established a trail network through 
his own property, and Viamede had its own trail 
system in place. The work on the Ingleton-Wells 
property helped connect the two systems,”  
Thomas says. 

In total the trails provide 10 kilometres of hiking 
experiences from moderate to intermediate, 
with benches at resting areas and abundant 
opportunities to view wildlife. The trails are easily 
accessible, with parking lots located off of Reid’s 
Road at KLT-owned Ingleton-Wells Property and at 
Viamede Resort. 

The trails network would not have been possible 
without the support of many donors, volunteers and 
neighbouring landowners, and the inspiration of 
Ralph Ingleton who promoted the broader vision.  
The Brooks-Hill, Cowan, and O’Dell families 
generously provided permission for the trail network 
to cross over their private lands. Volunteers have 
worked tirelessly to inventory the species on the 
properties, locate, clear and maintain the new 
trails, erect signs, and build the parking lot on KLT 
Ingleton-Wells Property just off Reid’s Road in time 

for the opening in 2016. Ben Sämann, KLT board 
member and owner of Viamede Resort, put a lot 
of effort into coordinating local arrangements and 
marking the trails.

While the work was taking place, the area was open 
to hiking but it was not publicly advertised. There 
are some species at risk on the properties and 
efforts were being made to put some protection 
in place. In certain areas you can see where wire 
cages have been placed to protect endangered 
butternut trees. 

Since the completion of the full trail network, 
use has steadily increased. Viamede guests and 
neighbouring residents alike appreciate the hiking 
experience, and when local nature author Drew 
Monkman wrote of the trail system last year, more 
hikers turned up. 

Stony Lake trails
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“It saw fairly heavy use last summer and fall,” said 
Thomas. “The numbers declined in the winter but I 
expect we will see a lot more as more people hear 
about it. We have different mechanisms of getting 
the word out.” 

One way of spreading the word is through 
local naturalist groups. The Peterborough Field 
Naturalists took to the Ingleton-Wells property  
in April to look for migrating spotted salamanders 
moving to their breeding pools. This inventory  
event drew about 30 people who helped enrich  
our knowledge of the property and who also  
enjoyed the trails. 

Whether it’s for exercise or just a chance to get 
out in the beautiful natural surroundings, there 
is plenty to see. While walking on the trails you 
can fully experience and enjoy the unique geology 

that makes the Stony Lake area both ecologically 
significant and beautiful - from limestone cliffs and 
cuts to significant outcrops of the Canadian Shield. 
The Jeffrey-Cowan Forest Preserve at the east end 
of the trail boasts scenic views from the highest 
point around Stony Lake. Along with a variety of 
birds, hikers can often view beaver and deer.

The KLT trail network is one of the most significant 
connected corridors available to the public in the 
region. We encourage you to get out and enjoy all 
that the trails have to offer!

A Lasting Legacy.  
Protecting the Land You Love. 
Christie Bentham was a valued friend and volunteer 
for the KLT. She had a vision of protection for 
special places on her beloved Stony Lake and 
wanted to ensure the abundant species found there 
would thrive into the future beyond her lifetime. 

Christie passed away 
after years of working 
tirelessly on many 
causes. She left her 
mark both on the 
landscape and on 
those who knew her. 

In her words: 

“We like to think 
of Stony Lake as a 
constant in our lives, 
yet the natural environment changes continually. 
Many of the oak trees have gone, victims of the 
gypsy moth, forest tent caterpillars and lack of 
moisture in the thin layer of soil. On the positive 
side, descendants of the white pine which were 
heavily logged in the last century have flourished. 
Invasive species such as Eurasian watermilfoil, 
purple loosestrife and zebra mussels have 

appeared, while the indigenous Canada geese, 
ospreys and cormorants are much more numerous.” 

Christie chose to make a substantial contribution to 
the protection of special places in the Kawarthas, 
both through the sale of her beloved boat, Spree 

and in her Will, 
representing one of 
the largest financial 
gifts to Kawartha 
Land Trust to date. 

Christie’s gifts 
build upon the 
momentum of many 
other families and 
individuals who 
have chosen to help 

protect important sites in the Kawarthas, through 
gifts of land, gifts of conservation agreements, gifts 
of financial support and gifts of time. 

We are grateful for Christie’s gifts and confidence in 
KLT to protect the land you love.

Christie & William Bentham 
Photo credit: Paul Orenstein

The KLT trail network is one of the 
most significant connected corridors 
available to the public in the region.

We like to think of Stony Lake as a 
constant in our lives, yet the natural 
environment changes continually.

You too can create a legacy to protect the 
land you love for future generations. 

Making a planned gift to Kawartha Land 
Trust is a simple and powerful way to leave 
a legacy for the future of the Kawarthas. 

Learn more about leaving a gift in your 
Will at kawarthalandtrust.org  
or 705-743-5599
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$100,000 and above
Michael Young Family Foundation
Christie Bentham 

$50,000 - 99,999
The McLean Foundation

$10,000 - 49,999
The  Fellowship of Man  

Charitable Foundation 
Spree
Viamede Resort
Don  & Gretchen Ross,  

Jones, Gable & Company Ltd.

$5,000 - 9,999
Rick & Priscilla Brooks-Hill
Carol Gray
John & Susan McWilliams
Ralph & Carol Ingleton
William & Gail Szego 

$1,000 - 4,999
Alex Hewlitt
Alice Sharpe
Andrew Stewart, Cambic Ltd.
Anne Hurd
Big Bald Lake Cottage Association
Andrew & Brenda Westcott
Catalyst Enviromental
Collen Middleton
David & Sharon Cation
Dr. Erica Nol
Evan Thomas
Firefighters Association of Trent Lakes
Frances Grant
George Dembroski
Gordon Ross
Gor don Yacht Harbour Marina,  

Charles Pitcher & Max Miller
Greg & Heather Coulter 
Jeff Wendling & Jessica Obermark 

Judy Finch
Kawartha Credit Union
Kevin Jenkins
Larry Kimble Construction
Alan & Lucy Burke
Rod & Mary Lou Hendren
Patrick & Katherine Fee
Peterborough Field Naturalists
Ronald Awde & Robert Ertel 
Stephanie Forrester
Ian Attridge & Susan Sauve
Mik e & Kathy Carter
William & Betty Morris
William & Leslie Alley

$500 - 999
Jeff & Ann Crowe
Thomas Miller & Barbara Chisholm
Barbara McGregor
David & Bev Sherwin
David McClure
Dennis Murray & Cynthia Kapke
Donald Sutherland
Eva Macdonald
Hugh Aldis
David & Irene Fedun
James & Sheila Gordon-Dillane
Lauren Vaughan
Linda Trott
Marie Windover & Alan Mansell
George Unger & Petra Unger-Feldhaus 
Ralph McKim & Jean Garsonnin 
Rya n & Danielle Noon in honour of their 

daughters Maryka and Kyla
Sha rlene Junkin in memory of William Junkin, 

Kaiser Bill & Stan Nicoll

up to $499
Alan Woods
Allan Ingram
Amanda Warren
Andrea & Grant Woolsey
Andrew Laing
Anonymous (4)
Ano nymous in memory  

of Ken & Betty Dales
Anthony & Marion Kealy
Arthur Gladstone
Barb Curry
Barbara Andrews
Barbara Heidenreich
Barbara Znamirowski
Becky Prokipcak
Beth Moore
Dr. Bill Crins
Blair Mackenzie

Bre nda Brooks in loving memory  
of Shelley Wild

Brenda Dixon in memory Shelley Wild
Brian Baker
Brian Potter
Bruce & Ann Falls 
Bruce & Pam Carlson 
Dr. Bruce Cole
Bruce Gibson
Bruce Kidd
Carla Salvador
Caroline Gant
Carolyn Coplen
Caygeon Cove Resort
Cheryl Lewis
Chris Appleton & Nancy Austin 
Chris Poole
Christina Mahler & Jeanne Lamon
Christopher Mccleave
Clara Stacey
Colin Taylor
Cynthia Armour
Dan Marinigh
David & Judith Hyland
Dr. David & Patricia Swales
David Bell
David Wortzman
Dennis Carter-Edwards
Dennis Voigt & Fiona McKay
Donald & Anna Wilcox
Don na & Norm Matthews,  

Trail’s End Lodge
Donna Sally
Donna Wood, Wood Paralegal Law Office
Dora Furter
Dr. Eileen Nolan
Elizabeth McDonald
Elizabeth Pindar
Elizabeth Spang
Ellen Roberts
Elwood Jones in memory of Grace Barker
Elyse Sawdon
Francis Richard
Gail McLaren
Gary & Sandra German
Gary Allen
George Maynard
Geo  rge Unger & Petra Feldhaus-Unger  

in memory of Shelley Wild 
Gerald E. & Helen S. Finley
Gillian Fisher
Gordon & Prudence Markham
Gregory Pulham
Haig Baronikian
Harmic Investments Ltd.
Harry Harinarain & Family

Heather Coutu
Heather Elliott
Hea ther Maclean & Holly Waldie   

in memory of Shelley Wild
Hugh Pollock
James (Jimmy) O’Brian
Janet Klein
Janet Lougheed
Janice Fortune
Janie and Bern Kelly
Jeanette Browne
Jeffrey & Jennifer Bentley
Jennifer Darling
Jennifer DeBues
Jeremy Carver & Heather Brooks-Hill 
Jerry Collins
Jil l Trennum in memory of 

Christie Bentham
Jim & Judy Hendry
Joan Andrew
John & Judith Platt
Joh n & Lorna Ferguson in memory  

of Shelley WIld
John Bruce
John Good & Doug Andrews
John Vegter
John Whyte
Joyce Zemans
Julie Dillon
Karen August
Karen Trollope-Kumar
Kate Ramsay
Katherine McInnis
Kathleen Holden
Kat hleen Stephenson  

& Hector Angel Fields
Kathryn A. Sheridan
Kawartha Park Marina
Ken Edwards in memory of Annie Binnie
Kenneth Cowell
Kenneth West

Kimberly Zippel
Kit Huycke
Linda & Alan Slavin 
Linda Muir
Linda Willcox-Whetung
Lorne Fox in memory of Shelley Wild
Lor raine Tompkins in memory  

of Robert Browne
Louise Klein
Lynn Bevan
Lyn ne Bullard in memory  

of Robert Browne
Margaret Zeidler 
Marilyn Ott
Mark Maitman
Mar la Williams in memory  

of Timothy O’Brien
Martin Parker
Maryka Omatsu
Matt & Tara King
Meghan & Michael Sterpin
Melissa Cameron
Michael & Dianne Boysen
Michael Lompart
Mic hael McMurtry in memory  

of J. Douglas McMurty
Mieke Schipper, Gamiing Nature Centre
Mike & Danielle Hendren
Mike & Pam Slathon
Mik e & Ruth Armstrong in memory  

of Bob Browne
Mollie Penn
Murray & Angela Thompson
Neil Hayward
Nora Mickee
Patricia Bourne
Patricia Dillabough
Paul & Kathleen Downs
Paula Wagar
Peterborough Historical Society
Richard & Lynda Graham

Richard & Vicki Bales
Richard Burri
Richard Corbin
Richard Risk & Gail Muir
Rob & Eva Kennedy
Rob & Penny Little 
Rob Jacka & Kathy Church 
Rob bie Heather in honour  

of The Calhoun Family
Robert & Susan Campbell
Roberta Patterson
Roger Ashby
Ross Beattie
Ross Morton
Sal mon Lake Cottage  

Owners’ Association
Sam Ault
Sandra Benville
Sara Kelly
Sara Whitehead
Scott Warriner
Sheila Britton
Sheila Perry
Silvia Strobl 
Steve Clarke
Steven & Deborah Palmer
Susan Davis
Susan Lawrence
Ted & Pat Oakes
Terry Lee
Terry Wilson
Dr. Thomas Hutchinson
Tom Friend
Universus
W.B. McDougall
Wayne and June Schroeder
Wayne Kay
Wendy & Peter Marrs 
William Hewitt
Wolfgang & Marilyn Von Raesfeld

We honour our donors’ wishes 
to remain anonymous.  

Only those who gave consent 
are listed in this Annual Report.

Thank you to our donors
We can’t protect the forest, 

fields, shorelines, and wetlands 

of the Kawarthas without you. 

Your donations help to manage 

sensitive natural areas, acquire 

key properties, retain staff and 

do all that needs to be done to 

ensure the long-term conservation 

of land in the Kawarthas. 



$6.6 
million

In donated land value

3,040 
Acres

11 
Properties

28+ 
Species
at risk

27 km 
Of shoreline3 

Provincially 
Significant Wetlands

5
Areas of Natural & 
Scientific Interest

30+ 
Archaeological sites

Kawartha Land Trust

protects
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Kawartha Land Trust Financial 
Information: Statement of Revenue 
& Expenses & Fund Balances

KLT Impact

2016 2015 2014

Revenue $ $ $

Grants 281,827 423,579 185,374

Donations 640,420 985,600 131,508

Other 31,924 17,902 12,372

Donations of Land 0 4,017,000 93,000

Total Income 954,171 5,444,081 422,254

Statement of Revenue and Expenses

Expenses $ $ $

Community Engagement 53,424 31,621 29,286

Fundraising 5,193 9,170 5,676

Direct Cost of Land Stewardship  
& Securement

48,081 137,782 34,438

Operations 48,179 34,905 24,934

Salaries 274,647 194,925 179,172

 
Total Expenses

 
429,524

 
408,403

 
273,506

Excess of Revenue over Expenses $524,647 $5,035,678 $148,748

2016 2015 2014

Revenue $ $ $

Capital Fund - Protected Land 6,629,698 6,625,000 2,609,841

Securement and Stewardship Funds 1,439,348 958,696 23,959

Operating Fund 233,180 183,553 98,101

 

Balance - end of year

 

8,302,226

 

7,767,579

 

2,731,901

Statement of Fund Balances

supports 

5 
research 
projects

15 
km 

recreational trails
6,000+

volunteer hrs in 2016

90
amazing volunteers
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Kawartha Land Trust Properties 2016
Owned Properties

1  Dance (Sharpe) Nature Sanctuary  |  99.3 acres (2006)
This property was donated by Alice Sharpe and anchors KLT’s 

Moore Lake Focal Area. It includes a portion of the provincially 
significant Moore Lake Wetland Complex, and Lakefield Crevasse 
Fillings, an Earth Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. 
The Fillings are part of the Lake Wisconsinan glacial deposit 
which also created the Dummer Moraine, immediately to the 
south. A wide variety of plants grow on this property and its 
wildlife habitat, including fields, forests, marshes and swamps,  
is home to many different animal species.

2 Emily Creek Property  |  814.1 acres (2010)
This extensive property was donated by the Emily Creek 

Duck Club with support from Ducks Unlimited Canada. It is a 
semi-wilderness setting and a haven for wildlife. The property is 
part of a Provincially Significant Wetland and Area of Natural and 
Scientific Interest. Emily Creek meanders through the property 
which includes mixed bog, fen and swamp habitats.

3  Vincent Woods  |  102 acres (2010)
Les and Sandy Vincent donated this forested property, just 

up a small creek from Salmon Lake. The property contains a 
rare species of frog, beautiful impressive old growth trees, and 
borders a wetland and is surrounded by Crown Lands.

4 Ingleton-Wells Property  |  73.3 acres (2011)
This property donated by the Ingleton and Wells families, 

contains evidence of different eras of settlement. These lands 
include open fields and an orchard as well as upland forests, 
swamps and open areas providing diverse habitats for wildlife. 
There is a trail network for hikers that connects with neighboring 
properties, including Viamede Resort to the west.

5  Falls Property  |  178 acres (2013)
These lands are near the headwaters of the Crowe River. 

There has been a significant amount of work done to document 
the plants, birds and wildlife found here due to the efforts of 
its donors, Bruce and Ann Falls, and their colleagues. Cliffs, 
streams, upland forests and swamps all contribute to a rich bird 
and plant life on this site which is part of the ‘Land Between’ 
transition zone between the limestone bedrock of southern 
Ontario and the granite of the Canadian Shield.

6 Big (Boyd/Chiminis) Island  |  1085 acres (2015)
Big (Boyd/Chiminis) Island in Pigeon Lake is the largest 

undeveloped island in the Kawarthas. The vast majority of the 
island was donated by Mike and Terry Wilson. The property is an 
Area of Natural and Scientific Interest, and home to wetlands, 
diverse forests, and a wide variety of plant and wildlife species. 
First Nations peoples used this island as a meeting and 
harvesting place thousands of years ago. Today, the island 
has significant cultural value to Curve Lake First Nations and 
to many others in the area. The island was once owned and 
farmed by the Boyd family, one of the first settlement families 
from Bobcaygeon. The island is referred to as Big, Boyd or by  
its indigenous peoples’ name, Chiminis.

Conservation Agreement Properties

A East Syndicate Island (Cowan)  |  5.1 acres (2006)
Norman Cowan donated a conservation agreement to protect 

the natural character of East Syndicate Island on Stony Lake. 
The Island is the last large, undeveloped island left on Stony 
Lake, and is part of a wildlife corridor between the granite north 
shore and the limestone south shore.

B Elliott Property  |  139.7 acres (2009)
Heather Elliott donated a conservation agreement over this 

large Stony Lake property in memory of her late husband, Don. 
The agreement protects the diverse and provincially significant 
wetlands found on this property that act as core nurseries for 
fish, turtles and other wildlife on the lake. A “disappearing” 
stream makes this an important area to protect.

C Glen Burn (Howson) Property  |  100 acres (2010)
Major Donald Howson donated this conservation agreement 

to protect the thousands of trees he has planted on the 
property over the last decades. It contains a geological Area 
of Natural and Scientific Interest for its reversed direction 
drumlins, creek headwaters, and active agricultural fields. As 
the highest point in Otonabee Township, it has fantastic views 
off to Rice Lake, over the renowned Peterborough Drumlin Field, 
and on to the City of Peterborough itself.

D McKim-Garsonnin Property  |  240 acres (2011)
Through a conservation agreement, Ralph McKim and Jean 

Garsonnin steward this large property with extensive views at 
the headwaters of Fleetwood Creek on the Oak Ridges Moraine. 
They have protected this rolling forested landscape and restored 
prairie plant species. This property complements the adjacent 
conservation holdings at the Fleetwood Creek Natural Area.

E Sheidow Farm (Awde-Ertel)  |  203.7 (2014)
Ron Awde and Robert Ertel steward this property which is 

part of a larger corridor of protected lands in Bethany Hills. It 
is recognized in the official plan for the City of Kawartha Lakes 
as having “significant wildlife and woodland habitat.” On this 
property woodland corridors are being restored on 120 acres 
specifically designated for this purpose.

Brighton

Clarington
Brooklin

Ajax

Markham

Bowmanville

Orono

ClaremontStouffville

Newcastle Village

Pickering
Whitby

Oshawa

Port Hope
Cobourg

Grafton
Colborne

Warkworth

Campbellford

West Guilford

Minden

Haliburton

Wilberforce

Zephyr

Brechin

Beaverton

Pefferlaw

Leaskdale

Gooderham

Cardiff

Bancroft

Hastings

Roseneath

Port Perry

Cannington

Sunderland

Uxbridge
Bewdley

Harwood

Coe Hill

401

35

115

35

28

28

7

7

SIMCOE

LAKE

Coboconk

Fenelon Falls

Bridgenorth

Manilla
Little Britain
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1.  Dance (Sharpe) Nature Sanctuary – 99.3 acres (2006)
2.  Emily Creek Property – 814.1 acres (2010)
3.  Vincent Woods – 102 acres (2010)
4.  Ingleton-Wells Property – 73.3 acres (2011)
5.  Falls Property – 178 acres (2013)
6.  Big (Boyd/Chiminis) Island – 1085 acres (2015)

A.  East Syndicate Island (Cowan) – 5.1 acres (2006)
B.  Elliott  – 139.7 acres (2009)
C.  Glen Burn (Howson)  – 100 acres (2010)
D.  McKim-Garsonnin – 240 acres (2011)
E.  Sheidow Farm (Awde-Ertel) - 203.7 acres (2014)
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